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Ill., high school goes beyond the particulars
in that incident and spotlights an even larg-
er issue—the mindless application of so-
called ‘‘zero-tolerance’’ discipline policies in
our schools.

The seven students were in a fight Sept. 17
at a local football game. There were no
weapons, no drugs, no alcohol involved. No-
body was hurt, but someone might have
been.

Punishment was certainly in order. The
school board decided to suspend the students
from school for two years, without the possi-
bility of attending an alternative school. It
cited its policy of zero tolerance for violence.
Zero tolerance or not, the punishment was
far too severe.

In the wake of the deadly school shootings
at Columbine and in other cities across
America, we all have become deeply con-
cerned about school safety. As we should be.
But as we seek to root out violence, our lack
of tolerance must be tempered with common
sense. We’ve become so spooked by the spec-
ters of mass shootings that we are quick to
sacrifice children’s lives on the alter of con-
trol. A 13-year-old Texas boy recently was
jailed—jailed—for five days because some
parents were troubled by a horror story he
wrote for English class. Two 7-year-olds in
our region were kicked out of school in sepa-
rate incidents because they brought nail
clippers to school.

A two-year suspension for the Decatur high
school students would have virtually guaran-
teed that they would become dropouts.

Under pressure from the Rev. Jackson, the
school board has offered a compromise that
makes good sense. The students will be sus-
pended for a year, but will be allowed to at-
tend an alternative school. With good behav-
ior and good grades, they can return to their
regular school and graduate on time. The
students will be punished but given a chance
to redeem themselves. It’s unfortunate that
it took a national spotlight, protests and
three days of school closures for the school
board to find what it never should have lost
in the first place: Its head.
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DERSON

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA
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Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take a moment to recognize two very spe-
cial constituents of mine, Herman and Marie
Anderson of Annandale, Virginia, who will be
celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on
November 29, 1999. It is with great pride and
personal interest that I congratulate them on
this special occasion.

Marie Sauer Anderson was born in Balti-
more, Maryland on February 26, 1919, where
she attended Baltimore City schools and grad-
uated from the Strayer Business College. Her-
man C. Anderson, better known as Andy, was
born in Knoxville, Tennessee on June 21,
1913. He attended Knoxville City schools and
graduated from the University of Tennessee.
Upon graduation, Andy became a seasoned
veteran of professional baseball; however, his
career was ended short due to a broken ankle
sustained while sliding into second base.

In 1937, Marie Anderson visited her brother
George in Knoxville, Tennessee. Marie’s
brother was a supervisor with the Palm Beach

Company at the time. Yet his real passion was
baseball, so much so that George was the
team manager of a semi-pro baseball team.
Playing on this semi-professional team was a
young ball player from the University of Ten-
nessee, Andy Anderson. During the season,
George would invite the players over to his
house for dinner, and it was at one of these
gatherings where Andy met Marie for the first
time.

Soon, George and Marie’s parents moved to
Knoxville to be closer to their children, allow-
ing Andy his continued courtship of Marie.
During Christmas of 1938, Andy surprised
Marie with an engagement ring, and on No-
vember 29, 1939, Marie and Andy were united
in marriage at the Chapel of the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee.

In 1941, their first daughter Marie Allene
was born. Three years later in 1944, Sallie
Juanita was born, and the youngest girl, Betty
Jane, was born in 1950.

Also in 1941, Andy and Marie traveled to
Norfolk, Virginia where Andy accepted a field
assignment with the United States Coast and
Geodetic Survey (USCGS). In Norfolk, Andy
joined the Elks Lodge No. 38 where he be-
came an active member and officer. In 1958,
the field office of the USCGS was relocated to
Washington, D.C. Moving to Arlington, Vir-
ginia, Andy continued his work with the
USGCS within the United States Department
of Commerce and soon became involved with
the formation of the Arlington/Fairfax Elks
Lodge No. 2188. To this date, Andy has co-
ordinated the organization of nine new Elks
Lodges in Virginia.

In 1975, Andy, Marie and their family moved
to Annandale, Virginia where they reside at
this time. Two of their daughters, Marie Allene
Green and Sallie Juanita live in Thibodaux,
Louisiana and Melbourne Beach, Florida, re-
spectively. Betty Jane lives at home in Annan-
dale, Virginia with her parents. At present,
Andy and Marie are blessed with six grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Andy and
Marie Anderson on their 60th wedding anni-
versary. November 29th marks a memorable
occasion, and it is only fitting that we pay trib-
ute to this wonderful couple and the contribu-
tions they have made to their community.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to take
this moment to recognize an exceptional
woman. Jan Koppri was named Mancos Val-
ley Citizen of the Year, for the year 1999. Re-
peatedly, Jan has gone above and beyond the
call of duty.

Jan is involved quite extensively in the city
of Mancos, Colorado. She is in charge of the
Mancos Valley visitor center. The residents
and tourists are welcomed and guided daily by
her thorough knowledge of the area. Jan has
also turned Mancos around from losing money
to making money. A jack of all trades, Jan is
a reservationist, making accommodations for
lodging and tours within the area, concierge,

tending to guests needs, giving directions, and
advice on local attractions. Jan is also a histo-
rian. She is knowledgeable on her facts on the
history of Mancos. She is famous for con-
vincing people to stay longer in Mancos.

Besides running the visitor’s center, Jan is
also involved with the chamber of commerce.
Jan added several new events to the Fall Fes-
tival and developed a kid’s program. In addi-
tion to all of this, Jan has excellent manage-
ment and people skills which are required to
ensure volunteers feel appreciated and award-
ed.

She is an asset to the community with her
involvement in activities and organizations.
Jan has also helped out with fund raising
events for the Mancos Opera House, the
United Way, the library, Mancos Senior Cen-
ter, the historical society, and the community
center.

It is obvious why Jan Koppri was chosen as
the 1999 Citizen of the Year. So, it is with this,
Mr. Speaker, that I thank her for her service
and dedication to the community.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend Amnesty International—USA for its
foresight in establishing the Amnesty
OUTFRONT Program this past year.
OUTFRONT is Amnesty’s program and mem-
bership network which is focused on pro-
moting the human rights of lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender people around the
world.

The human rights of lesbians, gay men,
bisexuals, and transgender people are violated
daily, Mr. Speaker. Not only are people beat-
en, imprisoned, and killed by their own gov-
ernments for engaging in homosexual acts,
but those suspected of being lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, or transgender are routinely the vic-
tims of harassment, discrimination, intimida-
tion, and violence. Many of those who speak
up for lesbian and gay rights—regardless of
their sexual orientation—are themselves per-
secuted with impunity and thus pressured to
remain silent.

Mr. Speaker, the OUTFRONT Program will
work with similar programs being developed in
Amnesty divisions throughout the world and
with Amnesty’s research department to insure
that human rights violations committed against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
are documented and actions are taken to
combat these violations. The effort will pro-
mote human rights standards at the inter-
national and national level that recognize the
basic human rights of all people. In the United
States, Amnesty OUTFRONT will launch a
public campaign to raise awareness of the
human rights violations faced by lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people around the
world and will work to build an activist mem-
bership committed to combating these viola-
tions wherever they occur.
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